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HIS MAJESTIES i 

DECLARATION, 
AGAINST.THE | 

STATES GENERAL 


Of the United Provinces of the 
© Low-Countries. | 


2 ﬀE kave been alwayes ſo zealous forthe 
> Quiet of Chriſtendom,and o careful not 
4 to invade any. other Kingdom or State, | 
Y. that, We hi xe the world will do\is the 
be . Juſtice to,beli eve, that it is nothing bac 
PICS incvitable cecethy forceth Us ro the 
Tocion of taking up. Arms, 
' Immediately upon Or Reftayration to Our Crowes; 
the firſt work Weundertook,wasghexſtabliſhing of Peace, 
and the. ſettling a good Correſpg ence between Us and 
Oar Neighbours, and ia particular, 
ude a tri League with the States General of the United 
Provinces, upon ſuch. equa) wa as would ——— nor 


have 


i 


_  Havebeenbroken, if any obligations could have kept thent 
Achin.the-boundsof Friendſhip-orJuſtice.” © © 
Ehiis--Leapue: was maintained: inviolable on Our part, 
Bur i the year 1664, We: were ſtirred up: by the tom- 
-PlaintSof 'Our People, and theunanimous Vore of both 
'Our Houſes of Parliament, finding ita yain attempr to en- 
deavour the' proſperity of Our Kingdoms. by peaceable 
wayes at home, whilſt Qur Subjety were ſtillexpoſed to 


the injuties-and oppreſſions of thoſe States abroad, 

| That whole Summer was-ſpent in negotiations ane-en- 
deavours on Our fide, to bring them to-reaſohable terms, 
which notwithſtanding all We could do, proved arlengrh 
ineffeQual ; for the more, We purſyed;them with friendly 
Propoſitions, the more obſtinately chey kept off. from 
agreeing with Us, - A " 

_ Upon this enſued the. War in the year, 1665, and con- 
tinued to;the.year,. 1667, in all which time Our. Vidto- 
ries and their Loſſes were memorable enough to- put them: 
in mind'of being more fairhtul ro their Leagues for the 
future, Bur in ſtead of that, .the Peace was no ſooner 
made, but they retuined to their ufual cuſtom of breaking 
Articles, and ſupplaniting Our Trade, For inſtance, The 
States were particularly engaged in an Article of the/Treaty 
KiB8reds,  tofend Commiſſioners to Us,at London , about 
the Regulatiowof Ohr Trade in the Zxff-ndiesz: but they 
vere:ſo far fromdoing it upon that'obligation,, that when 
We ſent over Our Ambaſſador to put them in mind 'of.ir, 
> men into three years time ger from chem any fatiſ- 
2Qion in the. material Points;, 'nor a-forbearance ot the: 

Wrongs which Our Subjedts received in thoſe parts,” 

In the Weſt- Indies they went a little farther z For by atr 
Article' inthe ſame Treaty, we. were to reſtore Surinam. 
into their hands, and by Articles upon the ſame _ = 
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,they were to give Like y to afl Onr 

Jony, to tranſport them(elis and their | 
er of Gur Plancations, ' In purſuance 


Eftates'into any * 


% 


of this Agreement, We delivered up the Place, and, yer 


they detained all Our Men'in ir; onely Major Banifter 


'they ſent away Pritoner, for bur deficing to remove actor» 
ding to: the Articles, * Out Ambaſſadour complaining:ef 


this: behaviour, after. two years follicitation, obtained an- 


' Order for the performance of thoſe Articles : But when 


We ſent Commiſſioners, and two Ships tobring Our Men 
away, the Hollanders (according to their former praQtice 
in the buſineſs of Polzro0x for above ROney years together) 
ſent private Orders .contradifory to thoſe they had owned 
roUs'itrpublick z 'and fo the onely effet of Our Commilo 


- fioners journey thither, was to bring away ſame tew of the 


pooreſt: of Our Subjeas, and the Prayers and Crys of the 
moſt conſiderable and wealthieſt of them, for reliet our of 
that Captivity, After this, We made Our Complaints 
by Our Letter in-Aze»/# laft "tothe States General,, where- 
in We'defired an Orde: to their Goyernaurs there, for the 


| full obſervance of thiofe Articles ; yet to this time We 


could never receive one word of atſyer or ſatisfaction, 

But it is ho wonder that they venture at theſe Outrages 
upon Our Subjecs-in remote parts,” when they dare be ſo 
bold with Onr Royal Perſon, and the Honour gf this Na- 
rion ſo near Us, as' in their own Countrey,; there being 
ſcarce a Town within their Territories. that is not filled 
with abuſivePiQures, and falſe Hiſtorical Medals and Pil. 
lars, ſome-of which have beef expoſed .co the publick 
view by commmatid of the Srarrs themlelves, .and in the ve- 
ry time when we were joyned with' cheny, in united Coun-: -- 
cels for the ſupport of the Triple League, and the Peace of 


Chriſtendom; © This alone. were:caule ſufficient for-Our 


diſpſete.. 
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_ diſpleaſure, andthe reſent 


-we areutged to it by 0 


what onely relates to Ou Sfle- 
| th and pro 


within-Our very Ports,, ate The things which, move Qur 
juſt indignation em, Ns nes = 
The right of the Flagg is ſo. ancient, that it-was one of 
the firſt Prerogatives of our Royal Pregeceſſors, andoughr 
70 be the laſt from which this Kingdom ſhould ever depare, 
It was never queſtioned , and it was expreſly acknowledg- 
ed in the Treaty at Breds; 0 FRE: this laſt Summer ic 
was not only violated by their Commanders ar. Sea., and 
. that violation afterwards juſtified at the Hague, but it was 
alſo repreſented by them ip moſt Courts of Chriſtendom 
25 ridiculous for Us to,demand, . . An ungrateiul Jaſolence, 
that they ſhould contend with/Us about the Dominion of 
', theſe Seas, who even inthe Reign ob Our Royal 
"1b Ezther, thought it an Obligation to be;permirred 
16;3s £0 Fiſh in them, by taking, of Licenſes, for a Tri- 
boy bute ; and who owe their being now in a condition 
” of making this Diſpyce, to tae: Protecion, of Qur 


Anceſtors, and the Yalour and Bloug of their;Subjeds, -;; 


' Notwithſtanding all thefe provocations, We patiently 
expeaed Satisfaion , not being willing to. expoſe the 
Peace of Chriſtendom.. for , Our particular reſentments, 
whileſt they ceaſed -nox on their parts to endeaypur-to prov 
voke the moſt Chriſtian King againt Usz, of which rhey 
chought themſelves fo ſecure, that. for aboye theſe Twelve 
months their Miniſters here have threatned Us.with it. 
" At length , hearing. nothing from them, 'Weſent an 
other Ambaſſador to them, who atter ſeveral preſſhog) 
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Wherefore, defpairing now. of any good effea' of 2 


:Since the*return"of Our faid. a5 or, They have 

| 'to'Us, who itz molt extra- 
_ manner: has given Us to'uriderſtand , Thar he 
car Onter- 


farther Treaty ,” We'are compelled" ro take ap Arms in 


defence ofthe Aritient Prerogative of Onr Crowns , and. 
_ and'Safery of Our Kingdoms';- And We pur Onr - 
in God:; that He wilt giveUs His Afﬀſtanice in this. 
Our Juſt Undertaking, fince We had no'way left to de- 
fend Our People from the Artifice of tharNarion'infPeace,,. 


Glot 
T 


but by the Yatour of Our Subjetts in War, .* 


We havetherefote thonghr fic to Declare, and We do. 
hereby-Dechre;' that We will proſeeore War both by Sea 


and Ltd api che States General of the Unired Brovin- 


cer, and "alF cheir Sybjeds antIntabitancs, * Hereby en- 


joynitis Our moft dear 4tid enticely befaved Brother, the 
Out Licvivamre 57 Our: 


Duke of 797k Our High Adtriiral, 
ſeveral Counties, Governors of Our Forts and Garriſons, 
and all other Officers and Sonldiers under them by Sea and 


Land; rooppoſe all the attempts of the Srates General of 


the United Provinces , ot their Subjeas, and to. do, 


and execiite all Aas of hoſtility. in the proſecution. 
of this War againſt the fail: Stats 


: General of the 


United Provinces, their Vaſtals, Subjeas,.and Inha- 
bitants z . Willing and Requiring all Our Subjes0 take. 
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